
Via ICFS August 17, 2026 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
45 L Street, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20054 

Re:  Notice of Ex Parte Presentation, 
ICFS File No. SAT-MOD-20251206-00374 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On August 13, 2026, the undersigned representing Ligado Networks Subsidiary LLC, 
Debtor-in-Possession (“Ligado”), Vicky McPherson, Sachin Chhibber, and Vernon Ross of 
Ligado, and Jennifer Manner and Ben Wagner of AST & Science, LLC (“AST”) met by telephone 
and video conference with Michael Ha, Ira Keltz, Nicholas Oros, and Jamison Prime of the 
Office of Engineering and Technology, Jennifer Gilsenan, Karl Kensinger, Stephanie Neville,  
and Julia Tu of the Space Bureau, and Jessica Greffenius of the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau.  At the meeting, Ligado and AST discussed the points set forth in the attached 
presentation, parts of which are redacted in the public version of this filing for purposes of 
confidentiality.  Ligado and AST explained that Ligado’s application and arrangements will 
advance the Commission’s goal to promote direct-to-device (D2D) service and enhance U.S. 
leadership in leveraging our satellite capabilities to deliver broadband services to smartphones 
and other mobile devices.  We also stressed that the pending application is consistent with long-
standing Commission rules and precedent and will not cause harmful interference to adjacent 
band services. 

Ligado provides further information in response to questions raised by staff during the 
meeting below: 

• SkyTerra Next transmit chains will employ digital linearizers to linearize the Solid State
Power Amplifiers in the phased array antenna to achieve an excellent Adjacent Channel
Leakage Ratio and sharp-cutoff filtering to ensure OOBE meets or exceeds the
attenuation requirements in 47 C.F.R. § 25.202(f).

• The difference in path loss from NGSO satellites positioned at 690 kilometers to a
receiver positioned on the ground versus positioned at ~30,000 feet is approximately 0.1
dB.  Since the difference is de minimis, the results of the analysis described in the
attached presentation apply equally to both scenarios.
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Ligado has also provided a response to a technical question involving proprietary and 
confidential business information under the attached request for confidential treatment. 

Please direct any questions to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

    /s/ Gerard J. Waldron 
Gerard J. Waldron 
John D. Bowers 
Counsel to Ligado Networks 

cc: Michael Ha 
Ira Keltz 
Nicholas Oros 
Jamison Prime 
Jennifer Gilsenan 
Karl Kensinger  
Stephanie Neville 
Julia Tu 
Jessica Greffenius 
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Appendix A – Presentation 
  

















 

 
 

Appendix B – Response to Staff Question 
 

 
 

 
 

 




